
Crystal Sheen"
Crystal Sheen® is a reactive polymer compound.
It cures to a thick, glossy coating in about 8 hours at 70° F, and reaches lu ll strength 
and toughness in about 72 hours. This durable, resilient material requires no polish
ing to produce a high gloss. One coat, also known as a flood coat is all that is usually 
required for a deep attractive finish, however, two or more coats may be applied one 
over the other by simply wiping the surface with rubbing alcohol prior to re-coating.

PREPARATION: SOME THINGS TO KNOW BEFORE USING CRYS
TAL SHEEN®:IT IS MOST IMPORTANT THAT BOTH RESIN AND HARDENER 
ARE “ THOROUGHLY MIXED” TOGETHER IN A FLAT WALLED AND FLAT 
BOTTOMED CONTAINER WITH A FLAT SIDED STIR STICK. SIDES AND BOT
TOM OF CONTAINER MUST BE SCRAPED WHILE MIXING. PRODUCT WILL 
NOT CURE PROPERLY AND WILL BE SOFT OR STICKY IF MIXING DIREC
TIONS ARE NOT CAREFULLY FOLLOWED - READ DIRECTIONS CAREFULLY.

Tools Required.
D isposab le  rubber or vinyl g loves and protective eye w ear are recom m end
ed. G raduated m easure /m ix ing cups, stir sticks and brushes are gen
e ra lly  ava ilab le  w here th is  product is sold. M ixing con ta iners  m ust have 
sm ooth, fla t w alls  and a fla t bottom . Do not use wax coated containers as 
the wax will break off during mixing and will contaminate your coating. The 
stir stick m ust have a s tra igh t edge (like a pa in t paddle) to  a llow  the  user to  
scrape s ides and bo ttom  of m ixing con ta iner tho rough ly  w hile m ixing. A d is 
posable  nylon brush w orks well to  coa t edges and app ly  product to  curved 
surfaces. L arge  p ro jec ts :  A sm all hand-he ld  propane torch w orks well to 
rem ove bubbles from  mixing.

New and Previously Finished Surfaces.
For new surfaces, see “Seal Coats” in addition to the following infor
mation. For existing surfaces previously finished with products such 
as polyurethane, the surface must be lightly sanded and wiped clean 
with rubbing alcohol. All surfaces must be free of wax, grease or oil.
C overage will vary according to surface and method of application. Level the 
surface. The surface should be up off the work area about 2 inches to allow 
the coating to drip free ly off the sides of the item being coated. Put plastic 
sheeting, wax paper or multiple layers of newspaper underneath the item be
ing coated to  catch drips. The unique self-leveling qualities of C rysta l Sheen® 
can be attained on ly by using enough material to  flood the surface. It is better 
to mix a little too much, rather than too little. Mix on ly as much Crystal Sheen® 
as you can pour and spread at one time. Unmixed com ponents should remain 
in original containers. A fter pouring you have about 15 m inutes working time 
before Crysta l Sheen® begins to harden. Crystal Sheen® IS NOT REC
OMMENDED FOR EXTERIOR USE.

Coverage.
8 oz. K IT .................................................................... 2 square fee t
P IN T K IT .................................................................... 4  square feet
Q U A R T K IT .............................................................. 8 square fee t
G A LLO N  K IT ..................................................32 square feet

Warning: Do not pour m ore than  1/8” th ick a t one tim e. Th ick pours should 
be done in success ive  pours, a llow ing each pour tim e to cure.

Storage.
For best results, C rysta l S heen®  should be stored at 70-75° F prio r to use. 
Both resin and hardener can be left in open con ta iners but should  be closed 
fo r long storage. The she lf life of th is  com pound is approx im ate ly  1 year. All 
po lym er com pounds react in som e w ay to the  p resence of hum idity. C rysta l 
S heen®  has been developed and fo rm u la ted  in such a w ay tha t its reaction 
to  hum id ity  is m in im ized. Using C rysta l S heen®  in a  room w here  hum id ity  is 
under 50%  will g ive best results.

APPLICATION:
IMPORTANT: Crystal Sheen® performs best at 75° F. Crystal Sheen®  
bottles should feel slightly warm to the touch, if they feel cool, they 
must be warmed by placing them in warm tap water (not hot) for 5 to 
10 minutes prior to using. If bottles become overheated, allow them to 
cool before using. Never mix hot resin and hardener together! Mixing 
Crystal Sheen® when cold can result in cloudy pours with microscop
ic bubbles.

1. Measure. C are fu lly  m easure equal am ounts of resin and hardener 
into a s tra igh t s ided, fla t bottom , w ax free  m easuring container. WARNING: 
Do not vary the 1 to 1 ratio for any reason! Failure to measure equal 
amounts o f resin and hardener will result in soft or sticky surface. D o n o t  
s im p ly  p o u r the  con ten ts  o f b oth  b ottles  a n d  e xp ec t p ro p e rly  m ea 
s u red  am ounts, a lw ays  m easu re !

E X A C TLY
1 part Resin.

Then a d d  to tha t 
E X A C TL Y  1 part 
Hardener by

volum e (n o t weight).

2. Double Mixing (required).
For C rysta l S heen®  to  chem ica lly  blend, it m ust 
be m ixed togethe r in tw o stages. W ith the  resin 
and ha rdener m easured, use a s tir stick and m ix 
toge the r fo r tw o full m inutes. During m ixing, use 
the  stir stick to  scrape the s ides and bottom  of 
you r m ixing container. O ccas iona lly  scrape the 
m ixtu re from  your s tir stick back into the  so lu 
tion.

A fter tw o full m inutes of m ixing, pour the 
con tents from  the  firs t con ta iner into a sec
ond container. Using a new stir stick, m ix the 
con tents of th is  second con ta iner another 
m inute, again scraping sides of con ta iner 
and stir stick. Im m ediate ly pour from  the 
second con ta iner onto you r project. N ote:
Inadequate measuring and mixing is the 
most common reason for soft or sticky spots.

W arning: Never use an electric drill with a mixing attachment to mix prod
uct. Also, due to rapid heat build up with large mixes, do not attempt to mix 
more than one gallon per mix!

3. Pour, D o  N ot W ait! Pour as soon as th o r
ough ly  m ixed. C are fu lly  pour ove r the surface  in an 
even pattern . Spread w here necessary  using a  piece 
of stiff paper to  help liqu id flow  together. Brush edges 
occas iona lly  until m ateria l has set firm  enough not 
to  “sag ” . Caution: If Crystal Sheen® is left in mixing 
container, it will become hot and set up rapidly.

4. Bubbles. After about 15 minutes, air bubbles created while mixing 
will rise to the surface. They can be easily and effectively broken by GENTLY 
exhaling on them until they disappear. A small hand-held propane torch can be 
used as an aid in removing bubbles from a freshly coated surface. Hold a torch 
approximately 6 inches away from the coating and use a gentle sweeping motion 
across the surface until the bubbles are gone. Use low flame. This process may 
be repeated as often as is necessary while material is liquid. The torch should 
never be held in one place fo r long, as th is  can pe rm anently  dam age sur
face  and coating. C are should  be taken to  avo id ove r torch ing. If w ooden 
ob jects  are not su ffic ien tly  seal coa ted prio r to  torch ing, heat from  torch ing 
the  surface  can cause the  w ood to  “b leed” a ir into a fresh coat of C rysta l 
S heen® , and these  bubbles are d ifficu lt to  stop. Use a sw ift, even sw eep 
ing m otion w hen torch ing  and never hold torch c loser than s ix inches from  
surface. Do not use a torch on surfaces tha t m ay be flam m able , such as 
paper and dried flow ers. NOTE: It is carbon dioxide, not heat, which removes 
bubbles.

5. Cure. For best results, coat at tem peratures between 70° F and 80° 
F. A llow  the coated item to  cure in a warm  dust-free room. Curing tim e will 
vary w ith hum idity and tem perature. H um id ity below 50%  is recom m ended 
for proper hardness of film. E levate a p lastic drop sheet over your project to 
prevent dust particles from  settling on the surface w hile curing.

Temperature
70° F 
80° F 
90° F

Dust Free
4-7 hours 
3-6 hours 
2-5 hours

Hard Cure
72 hours 
48 hours 
36 hours

6. Clean-up.
SKIN: Use warm water and liquid soap to remove from skin. NEVER USE SOL
VENTS OR ALCOHOL.
TOOLS: While liquid, the material can be cleaned from tools with alcohol or solvent. 
Once cured, sand or scrape material from tools.



SURFACE CARE:
Furniture polish will prolong the life of the surface and clean smudges, etc. If 
scratches occur that cannot be polished out, clean with rubbing alcohol, then 
re-coat with Crystal Sheen®. This additional coat will remove all surface b lem 
ishes. Crystal Sheen® is heat resistant, however, if should not be intentionally 
subjected to high tem peratures such as cigarettes, cooking utensils, etc. C rys
tal Sheen® is water and alcohol proof. Objects, when left on the surface for 
a period of time, may leave impressions on an Crystal Sheen® surface (the 
coating is made tough, yet flexible so as to not be brittle and prone to shatter
ing from impact). Impressions usually disappear in a few  hours at normal 72° 
F - to - 75° F room tem peratures. The warm er the environment, the quicker 
impressions will appear and after items are removed, will disappear. This char
acteristic, coupled with outstanding moisture and chem ical resistance, makes 
Crystal Sheen® an ideal coating for bar tops, coffee and dining tables.

CREATIVE IDEAS:
General Surface Coating. C rysta l S heen®  m ay be applied over 
m ost surfaces includ ing - W ood, Metal, G lass, Sea Shells, Painted S ur
faces, Decals, Dried Flowers, Oil Paint, Pine C ones, Dried B read Dough, 
Seeds, Rocks, S traw  Flowers, F igurines, B isque, S tyro foam , Paper, M od
els, Plaster, Fabric and found ob jects.

Large Projects. Crystal Sheen®  is easy to handle, but before a ttem pt
ing large projects, we recom m end a sm all one to “get the fee l” of applying 
Crystal Sheen®. W e highly recom m end a he lper to aid in m ixing when coa t
ing large objects. A wood paint paddle and a large p lastic m ixing con ta iner 
with graduated m arkings w ork well fo r large m ixes. These item s can be 
found at your local paint store.

W arning: Never use an electric drill with a mixing attachment to mix product. 
Also, due to rapid heat build up with large mixes, do not attempt to mix more 
than one gallon per mix!

TR O UBLE SHO O TING :
S O F T  &  S T IC K Y  S P O T S : Is a result of improper mixing or inaccurate measurements of 
resin and hardener. The soft or sticky material must be removed and the area re-coated. 
Use a paint scraper to remove all soft sticky material, then wipe area clean with lint free 
cloth dampened with acetone, lacquer thinner or denatured alcohol. Warning, do not 
attempt to recoat over soft or sticky spots! Prevention: Always measure equal amounts 
by volume not weight, then double mix as per the instructions. Never guess the proper 
ratio or just empty the two bottles into your mixing container. Always use a proper 
measuring device and measure equal portions of resin and hardener. Note: Inadequate 
measuring and mixing is the most common reason for imperfect results.

Tables /  Bar Tops /  Large Objects. W e recom m end a helper 
to speed the m ixing process fo r large areas. Large or small, preparation is 
im portant. Table m ust be dry, sanded, level, free from  saw dust, d irt o r loose 
charred wood. Most raw wood is porous and should be sea led to prevent a ir 
bubbles from  escaping into the fina l coat (see “seal coa ts”). A fte r seal c o a t -  
flood generously  w ith Crysta l Sheen®. Insure tha t the flu id is well distributed, 
covering all d ry spo ts (fo llow  steps under “B ubb les”), and then leave it a lone! 
E levate a plastic drop cloth above the tab le as a dust cover. G ive your tab le 
2-3 days to  cure undisturbed in a w arm  room before putting it into service.

TECHNIQUES:
Decoupage/Photographs/Newspaper Clippings.
Crystal Sheen has revolutionized the art of decoupage with its one-coat ap 
plication. Use white craft glue to m ount item s to your plaque. W hile glue is 
wet, use a hard rubber roller o r a sm ooth round bottle on its side to squeegee 
a ir bubbles out from  under the print. S tart in the cen ter of your w ork and roll 
outward. If w orking w ith paper, avoid “b lo tch ing” by sealing paper with white 
craft glue. If glue appears thick, use a solution of fou r parts white craft glue to 
one part water. Two seal coats are recom m ended, fabric m ay require three 
seal coats. G lue m ust be thoroughly dry before coating with C rysta l Sheen®.

Seal Coats. Open-grain w oods such as oak, walnut o r m ahogany require 
two, som etim es three thin seal coats of Crystal Sheen®  prior to flood coating. 
Th is prevents air from escaping from  the wood into the thick fluid. To seal coat, 
m ix one to two ounces per square foot and spread it th in ly over the entire sur
face using a plastic spatula o r stiff pieces of p a p e r . This puts a thin film  down 
over a ir passages, and seals them  off. A llow the seal coat to cure for at least 5 
hours. Repeat this process until you have a uniform gloss over the entire sur
face. Flat or dull spots are an indication that you need to repeat this process. 
Once you have a uniform gloss over the entire surface, you are ready to flood 
coat the object. Porous fabric or paper should be sealed with one or two coats 
of white glue prior to flood coating. EnviroTex Spray Sealer No. 4013 is ava il
able in a 13 oz. spray can. It is very fast drying and provides a qu ick re-coat 
over paper o r wood and “stiffens” soft items such as dried flowers o r fabrics.

Satin Finish. The fo llow ing m ethod m ay be used to create a satin finish 
w ith C rystal Sheen®  once cured.

a. To rem ove gloss, w rap 600 grit w et/dry sandpaper around a sanding 
block, cha lk board e raser o r fe lt block. W et the cured surface and sandpa
per lightly, then rub the surface in sm all consistent c ircles until the surface 
appears dull, w ipe the sanded surface occasionally to check fo r this.
b. Once the surface has a uniform  dull appearance, w ipe the entire surface 
clean. Then, using a soft cloth, app ly  paste w ax w ith a carnauba w ax base. 
Carnauba wax products can be found in the automotive and hardware sec
tion of most retail outlets. Follow the manufactures directions for applying 
and buffing. Do not apply wax products containing silicone, which may 
react with the new finish.

Note: If you decide to change the satin fin ish back to  a high gloss, clean the 
surface thoroughly w ith rubbing alcohol (to rem ove all w ax and dirt) and re
coat w ith C rystal Sheen®. It w ill cure once again to a beautifu l g lossy surface.

Drips. Excess Crystal S heen®  will drip ove r sides of the plaque or table 
as it is being poured. P ick up excess drips with a brush and coat the edges 
you m issed when pouring the surface. Drips will harden on the bottom  of your 
project during the curing process. One of the fo llow ing m ethods will e lim inate 
the drips:

a. Scrape them  off the bottom  w hile they are still fluid, about 30-40 m inutes 
a fter pouring
b. BEFO R E POURING, apply a generous coat of paste wax, plastic or 
vinyl tape to the edges of the back of the project. A fter the Crystal S heen®  
is cured, the drips can be popped off.
c. Drips can be sanded off after Crystal S heen®  is cured. A circular sand
ing a ttachm ent on an ord inary hand drill w orks well.

T H IC K , F R O T H Y  B U B B L E S  W H E N  M IX IN G : This is a result of trying to mix cold 
Crystal Sheen®. Prevention: Store Crystal Sheen® in warm area, or warm prior to 
using.

C U R E D  P IE C E S  L O O K  C L O U D Y : This is generally the result of mixing cold Crystal 
Sheen®. Prevention : Warm Crystal Sheen® as stated in the instructions prior to using.

C L O U D Y  R E S IN : Due to the purity of Crystal Sheen®, a clouding or settling of the resin 
may occur from storing in cold conditions. This is a normal process and does not affect 
the outcome of this product. Should this occur, simply set the resin container in hot 
tap water until clear. Th is heating process m ay need to be repeated several 
tim es with severe ly c loudy resin. Allow to cool before using. Prevention: Store 
in warm area.

W A V Y , U N E V E N  S U R F A C E : Is the result of spreading Crystal Sheen® too thin or over
torching. Cure: Flood coat with enough Crystal Sheen® to properly cover area.

WARRANTY:
The recommendations given here serve only as a guide. Because of variables of 
temperature, humidity, types of molds, colorants and embedments, we cannot guarantee 
results. Our liability is limited to the replacement price of the product

OTHER ETI PRODUCTS TO LOOK FOR:
• Envirotex Jew elry Resin®

• Envirotex Jew elry Clay®

• U ltra-Seal®  M ulti-purpose S ealer Glue.

CASTIN’CRAFT® CASTING PRODUCTS:
• EasyCast® C lear Casting Epoxy.

• O paque P igm ents - Red, Yellow, Green, Blue, Brown, Black, W hite 
& Pearlescent.

• Transparen t Dyes - Red, Yellow, G reen, B lue & Amber.
• Mold Builder® latex rubber fo r making your own molds.
• M ixing Cup Set (includes 6 -1 0  oz. plastic graduated measure 

mixing cups, 6 s tir sticks and 3 craft brushes).
• Polyester C lear Casting Resin.
• Mold Release / Conditioner.
• EasyMold® S ilicone Putty.
• EasyMold® S ilicone Rubber.

HEALTH &  SAFETY: Read warnings on resin and hardener containers 
before using.

Conforms to ASTM D-4236

P R O J E C T  ID E A S : For the latest in project ideas and 
techniques, visit our web site: http://eti-usa.com or our blog 
site at http://resincrafts.blogspot.com/

Made in USA
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